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In the Beginning

We had recycling bins in some of the classrooms.

Cleaning crew complained there was not time to sort
out the recycling.

= We decided to form an Eco-Club to help on a plan.

= Eco-club ordered recycling bins for all the classrooms

and large ones for the pod.
= Eco-club had to educate staff and students on what to
[ recycle.

= Eco-club decided to take it upon itself to take out all
recycling to the large bin in the back of the school.

Taiwan to work on issues affecting their and our schoo

= Eco-club had cooperated with students in Chiayi city j
Is

We order small recycling bins for
each classrooms and large recycle
containers for each pod in the school.

Eco club decided to take the recycling
to the large bin outside of the school.

We formed an eco club composed of We had no culture of recycling in
2" to 5t graders from the school.

our school.

Because of Chiayi’s many projects, we
decided to start adding blodlver5|ty
to our school = g [

Students and Teachers had to be
educated about what and what not
to recycle.
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@S marco_arevalo, Seguin Elementary | Feb 06, 2015 2:26pm UTC [ Reply to Comment J

A few months ago we received green recycling dumpsters in my neighborhood. Because | leave in a poor
Hispanic community in Houston we have been neglected. We now have an opportunity to contribute by
sorting out the waste from the recycling. My community and my school are one. | live a few miles from my
school so | get to see all my students constantly. My students have a small concept on how recycling affect
them or how it does not. By being able to communicate with Taiwan students and see how we are all
connected will help them open their eyes on the issue.

I have been to our dump sites, they are like mountains in an otherwise flat landform. We do little to reuse
and reduce. Things are so cheap sometime that we don't see the need right now. But that will cost us in the
future. As you probably know we also deal with a lot of fast food places in our neighborhood (is a low
income/socio economic problem) and disposable food container problems. We see so much of that floating
by in our bayous (slow moving river).

As for myself and my students recycling is not the only concern. We live in an industrial part of town. So, air
pollution is also a problem. We have chemical companies near and so we wonder how that will affect us in
the long run.

My family is getting in to the habit of recycling and purchasing from the second hand store (use items store)
We are becoming aware of how we can influence the planet by making small changes to our everyday
decisions.
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| Reply to Comment

& jessica_shen, 31 y School of

39
Chiayi University | Jan 18, 2015 12:09pm UTC

During a One Day in the Life project that focuses on the poliution, my students would share our efforts
on monitoring the air quality in Chiayi City. Since the air quality In Chiayl is poor, local residents have
y which are caused by harmful particle poliution. Some
students, therefore, would like to provide information about outdoor air quality as available to their
friends, teachers, and parents in the communi

What the students have done are as follows:
Step1: Checking Online

Two groups of students take turns to monitor the real-time air poliution index online twice a day. By
checking on the Taiwan Air Quality Monitoring Network (http /taqgm.epa. gov.twlagm/en/default.aspx),
which was by the 3 Yuan, R.O.C
(Taiwan). children have learned how to assess whether the air pollutants pose a heaith risk to the
locals.
Step2: Raising Flag

Another group of students will raise a triangle red warming flag when they are informed about the air
quality by the checking groups. The visual alert means the air quality is unhealthy and everyone should
limit outdoor activities
Step3: Broadcasting

in an effort to raise everyone’s air quality awareness in the near area, one of the students broadcasts
the waming while her group members are raising the flag. She reports the real-time air poliution level.
its meaning, and some advices to stay healthy

have worke, we face in Chiayi City via the “Flag

As a teacher, | have been so pleased with my students caring for the people and the environment. We
d g the air i Fl
Program"
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* We learned

N

about their project.
* They listened patiently, carefully and quietly.
* They gave us suggestion and responses.

* Very nervous but very interesting.

* |t was not as scary as we thought. It was fun
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Learning from nowl!!
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This video made me learn a lot, although this did not turn to our group, but evervone should
introduce myself, but after this video makes me feel more and more united in the class, because there
are more than half of the students have to participate (18) this video also let me know that recovery
is not easy to do things in the United States, unlike every Friday we will do will do recycling, and
the United States can know that the video we can improve and we can discuss the advantages of each
other. the first report of the group is our model. they say, not only complete what they do also
smooth to answer questions, but this is going to give us this opportunity to thank the teachers, we
have a problem will help us. The next time we have to be more fuel, according to kind of like the
last of the group.
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T'his video conference made me learn a lot of things. First, | learned how to communicate with American children, |
Jiscovered that say something in_English is very important, because then we are going to report on the group, a
==

ot of pressure, plus graduation trips back, people are tired of the problems for American children, almost did not
isten to understand, even to understand, | do not know how to speak, but fortunately they are many teacher for

elp. was out of the crisis; second, | found out that the United States feel that recycling is difficult_unlike Taiwan,

30 that has become a very common thing. | hope the next video conference , can also be very wonderful
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This activity is interesting and great
And I'm leam a ot
Pigx&E I think those children are polite,frendly and generous
This activity is a special experience
This experience can help me have more courage in the future !
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International Partnerships+

Talking about our school lunch-

One of the most impressive differences between two schools is school lunch.«

Segiun kids were surprised that we brought our own containers and utensils to school every
day. They also wondered how we cleaned our spoons
and chop stickers at school. Our kids were curious
about Sggiun’s kKitchen and cafeteria. It’s beyond their
imagination that kids can select what they want to eat
for each meal. That is not allowed here in Taiwan. We
serve only three dishes with rice and soup each meal.
Not to mention the various cooking styles and tastes
from each other. Our Kids just loved those American
and Mexican food served in Sggiun school lunch. They
wish they could try some.«

+

When talking about the waste and leftovers of school lunch, two schools have quite different

ways to handle that as well.«

In our classrooms, there is almost no leftovers from
each meal! Our home teachers always have our kids take
every dishes served and finish them. We give whatever
left and food wastes to 2 non-profit foundation to reuse
and recycle. That amazed Sggiun teachers and Kids.
Comparing to throw those wastes to the trash truck, itis
more eco-friendly to reuse and recycle them. «

-

We have been inspired by each other by sharing our projects. There are always diversities and
differences between two schools due to culture and values. Nevertheless, we are holding the same
believes in being eco-schools. It is a great opportunity for kids and even teachers from different
worlds to know each other and work on the same project. It’s only a beginning. We are looking
forward to the next stages in the coming semester.+~
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